News writing: Field Assignment #1
By Chui Yong Cheng, Samantha
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Family: One Table Three Chairs by Frontier Danceland tells a story reminiscent of the average Singaporean family fitted with drama, acts of duty and most importantly – Love.


One Table Three Chairs strikes a chord

Frontier Danceland warms the hearts of Singaporeans at Clarke Quay as part of the Singapore Arts Festival



The heart of Clarke Quay took a sombre note as diners and partygoers took a step slower and walked through a story of an unshakeable tie – family love. 

The unmistakeable air of nostalgia was present as the crowd of a hundred-odd watched Frontier Danceland, a local independent non-profit dance company, perform an item entitled  “One Table Three Chairs” on June 7.

The dance theatre-esque performance began with the stipulated three chairs and three dancers depicting an elderly woman and a middle-aged couple. Through fluid movements and accompanying songs the three dancers painted a picture of a newly married couple seemingly living the ‘perfect’ life but inwardly battling everyday problems. 

As the dance evolved, the trio was joined by a fourth individual - a rebellious modern youth. As the story progressed the family was torn by what seemed like a clash of ideals and the audience watched with trepidation as the characters retreated into recluses of themselves.  

Many in the crowd consisting of expatriates, tourists, local professionals, youths and even families with young children were enthralled by the performance and were seen bursting into peals of relieved laughter and applause as the four characters united once again.

The performance seemed to hit home with many, one of whom is Low Huei Chin, 18, a student at Ngee Ann Polytechnic. She described the experience to be ‘very real’ with a lot of ‘raw emotion’. 

Homemaker and freelance writer, Daphne Tan, 32, agreed saying “the dance was very well put together and hit home with its clear message of family identity, love and filial piety.”

Retired baker, Christina Phan, 52, who chanced upon the performance while in the vicinity also said “the message was loud and clear even though no words were spoken.”

Feeling that the performance was telling a story reminiscent of their own family lives Phan and Low both said that they could ‘relate’.

“It reminds me of my two teenaged daughters who are always fighting, but deep down inside they have an unspoken love” said Phan

Tan also felt that it was a “good representation of how caught up we get with our own individual lives that we end up neglecting our loved ones”

“(Though problems exist in most families nowadays) love (often) prevails and any animosity is diminished by the fundamentals of human life – interaction, filial piety and of course, love.” Miss Tan said with smile.

Arts On The Move is a programme in conjunction with the Singapore Arts Festival aimed to making the arts more accessible to the public. It ran from May 23 to June 15 reaching almost 600,000 people.
[End of article]
	


Reflection
It was a really interesting experience as after the experience at Waterfools, I thought this would be easier. I was, perhaps overtly confident and on hindsight should have done a lot more preparations than I did. There was a lack of audience to interview as most of the audience consisted of Ngee Ann Polytechnic students. People also left quickly to continue their nights.

As a journalist, I learnt that professionalism is very important in interviewing but we should also ‘play it by ear’ sometimes and do more than required when necessary. You can also never be ‘too prepared’ for an event and it is important to prepare questions before hand because I lack eloquence and am not able to come up with them on my feet. We should always be on the ball for new and changing ideas and be able to adapt our questions to what kind of answers we get back from our interviewees. Shorthand is advisable as most interviewees talk very fast and you lose your chain of thought and valuable quotes which happened to me multiple times. 

 If I were given the chance to cover the event again, I definitely would put in more effort and be more proactive in approaching people for quotes. I probably would also have attended the show more than once, but because of other responsibilities, I could not. 

Overall, I had fun covering the Singapore Arts Festival.
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